
Imagine a place…

… that hearkens back to another era while 
celebrating the new and the now. 

… where art and culture spring forth as readily 
as the perennials that surround the stately 
historic homes along its tree-lined streets. 

… where the restaurants are culturally diverse 
and delightfully decadent, and the shops are 
creatively eclectic and undeniably inviting.

… that takes the concept of “Southern Hospitality” 
to an entirely new level.

… where the smiles are as warm as 
the welcome.

  



Historic
OVERVIEW 

A Seed Was Planted
Much like the mighty oaks that line her streets, 

the earliest stirrings of what would one day 
become Norcross were planted many years 
ago when Atlanta entrepreneur J.J. Thrasher 

purchased 250 acres around the first stop 
north along the proposed Richmond Danville 

rail lines in 1869. He named the new town 
for his good friend, fellow entrepreneur and 

fourth Mayor of Atlanta – Jonathan Norcross. 
The area was incorporated in 1870, and it 

wasn’t long before Norcross became known as 
“Atlanta’s Favorite Summer Resort.” Beginning 

in 1878, a commuter train called the “Airline 
Belle” made round trips twice a day, carrying 
visitors between Atlanta and Norcross. Fast 

forward nearly 140 years and the city continues 
to hold its own as a beloved destination for 
locals, business travelers and leisure guests 
thanks to its convenience to major highways, 

vibrant art scene, world-class dining, 
enchanting boutiques and historic charm.

A Perfect Day in 
NORCROSS

8:45 a.m. Breakfast at 45 South Cafe

10:30 Stroll through some shops  

11:30 View an Art Exhibit at the Rectory

12:00 Lunch at Iron Horse 
Tavern, The Crossing Steakhouse, 
Dominick’s, Paizanos or Zapata Tacos 
& Tequila Bar

Early Afternoon
See a Concert/ Farmers Market/Park

The BEST 
french 
toast I’ve 
ever had!

Make sure 
to try the 
FISH 
TACOS!

Zapata Tacos & Tequila Bar



Arts &
CULTURE 

Artful Living at its Finest
As central to its being as sweet tea is to any 

Southern supper, Norcross is proud to boast a 
dynamic arts & culture scene. This city not only 

embraces, but also cultivates a spirit of creativity 
and innovation.  From public art exhibits and 

gallery receptions to theatrical performances and 
art-centric community events, Norcross presents 
a wide variety of ways for its guests to enjoy an 

immersive art experience.  

Norcross was once known 
as “Atlanta’s favorite summer 

resort.” Since 1870, the 
little town has produced 

professional baseball players, 
the first car built south of 

the Mason-Dixon line and a 
famous cottonseed. It has 

won recognition for protecting 
the environment, progressive 

revitalization, and creating 
activities that are just a bit 

“outside the box.” It is rapidly 
becoming a favorite setting 

for films, with folks like Robert 
Redford and Samuel Jackson 
often seen “doing their thing” 

around town.

Did Ya
KNOW?

DON’T MISS 
the complete listing of 
concerts located on

www.aplacetoimagine.com

THE  
RECTORY
17 College St.
678.421.2025 

HOME VIDEO 
STUDIO

29 S. Peachtree Street 
770.685.1351

KUDZU 
ART ZONE
116 Carlyle Street 

770.840.9844

LIONHEART 
THEATRE 

10 College Street 
770.885.0425

STOP THE 
CLOCK 
PHOTO

29 S. Peachtree Street 
678.687.6849



BLEU HOUSE CAFE
23 Holcomb Bridge Rd. • 770.209.0016
Specializing in delicious sandwiches, 
soups, salads and yummy desserts 
(catering services, too!)

CHASE’S GRILLE 
AND WINGERY
125 Lawrenceville St NW • 770.449.0229
The wingery is all about wings, tasty 
appetizers, pizza and more.

THE CROSSING STEAKHOUSE
40 S. Peachtree St. •  678.280.9081 
Enjoy the finest hand-cut steaks
and seafood, served in Norcross’ 
charming historic train depot.

DOMINICK’S
95 S. Peachtree St.  •  770.449.1611
Family style Italian restaurant serving platters of 
every kind of pasta, seafood, chicken and veal in 
an old world atmosphere.

THE MARKET- A 
NORCROSS EATERY
62 College St. • 678.527.6278
Providing the neighborhood with delicious 
comfort food. The Market specializes in southern 
and barbecue food with a twist. 

MOJITOS CUBAN BISTRO
35 S. Peachtree St. • 770.441.2599 
Wholesome authentic Cuban food in the heart of 
Historic Downtown. Family owned and operated, 
enjoy live jazz Friday and Saturday evenings.

PAIZANOS
7 Jones St. • 770.300.0250
Real New York pizzas and full menu of 
appetizers, salads, soups, robust sandwiches 
and classic Italian dishes.

45 SOUTH CAFE
45 S. Peachtree St. •  770.409.4009
More than a coffee shop or a wine bar, it is a 
creative gathering place! Serves breakfast and 
lunch 7 days a week. Enjoy dinner and live music 
on Friday and Saturday nights.

ZAPATA TACOS & 
TEQUILA BAR
15 Jones St. • 770.248.0052
Authentic and delicious Mexican cuisine! Outdoor 
deck and great margaritas.

DIG IN!

In Norcross, the dining options 
are as savory and sweet as the people 
who live here. From Southern fusion to 

Cajun-inspired, visitors can take a culinary 
journey around the world simply by traveling 

from one eatery to the next in the city’s quaint 
historic downtown district. Opt for a taste of 
merry old England with an order of fish and 
chips, go south of the border with authentic 

Mexican mole and homemade tortillas, 
take a tasty trip to Cuba with a plate full of 
empanadas or visit the Old Country with a 

sumptuous family-style Italian feast. No matter 
where you wind up from one meal to the 

next, we’ll leave you hungry for more.

MAKE SURE 
TO TRY....

GINGERSPICE BAKERY
62 College St • 770.596.2359
We specialize in French and Southern
style sweets- especially cakes and 
french macarons!

IRON HORSE TAVERN
29 Jones St. • 678.291.9220
Authentic English pub with excellent draft beer 
list, tasty menu choices, dart area, pool tables, 
cozy fireplace and outdoor patio.

BLEU HOUSE CAFE 
The Bleu House Melt

CHASE’S GRILLE AND WINGERY 
Hand Cut Chicken Wings

THE CROSSING STEAKHOUSE
Crossing Cut (filet)* 

DOMINICK’S
Eggplant Parmigiana

GINGERSPICE BAKERY
French Macarons 

IRON HORSE TAVERN
Bangers & Mash 

THE MARKET- A NORCROSS EATERY
Braveheart Beef Brisket

MOJITOS CUBAN BISTRO
Cuban Sandwich 

PAIZANOS 
Bronx Bomber

45 SOUTH CAFE 
Sear-iously Salmon

ZAPATA TACOS & 
TEQUILA BAR

Zapata’s Specialty Tacos



ANNA BALKAN  DESIGNER
JEWELRY GALLERY
51 S. Peachtree St. Ste.1 • 678.527.1180 
Fine custom jewelry with a European flavor. 
Semi-precious jewels delicately embraced by 
gold and silver...priced beautifully, too! Voted 
“Best Jewelry Shop” by Gwinnett Magazine.

ABBYGAYLES
27 Holcomb Bridge Rd • 770.409.8755
Original folk art and a wonderful selection of 
primitive home furnishings all handcrafted and 
made in the USA.

ANTIQUE TRADITIONS
109 S. Peachtree St. • 770.263.7761
Voted “Favorite Antique Shop in Gwinnett” 
by Gwinnett Magazine. 

ARTIZENS TOUCH
32 Jones St. • 404.889.6904
A veteran group of healers through Massage 
Therapy, Min Zin, Body Sculpting and 
Health Coaching.

CHALK IT UP
127 S. Peachtree St. • 678.691.2125
A home decor and gift boutique featuring 
Chalk Paint® by Annie Sloan, upcycled and 
vintage treasures, DIY painting workshops 
and more!

DESIGNS IN FLOWERS
131-D Magnolia St. • 770.447.4469 
A full service florist offering the freshest and 
most varied floral selections.

DETAILS BOUTIQUE 
109 S. Peachtree St. Suite C • 770.263.7761
Awesome accessories, home accents, 
jewelry, tote bags and market totes, 
seasonal decor, stationary and invitations, 
and gifts for every occasion. 

GLITTER G                                                                                                                                              
27 S. Peachtree St. • 770.875.7395
Locally owned boutique offering modern clothing 
and accessories for women.

GOOD THINGS HOME & GARDEN
73-B S. Peachtree St. • 770.263.8885
Whimsical accessories for your home and garden. 
Quality gardening tools and gloves, bird houses, 
picnic backpacks, soaps, lotions, candy, candles 
and lots more – THE PLACE for charming 
seasonal décor!

HOME TOWN VIDEO
29 S. Peachtree St. • 770.685.1351
Photo video keepsakes, transfer old home 
movies to DVD – you can even have old 
photographs preserved. Video editing and 
production also available.

Shop ‘til
YOU DROP 

Meander down the streets of downtown 
Norcross and you are bound to find yourself 
doing more than just window shopping. A 

wide array of unique shops boast one-of-a-
kind antiques, boutique apparel, whimsical 

home and garden accessories, original 
artwork, custom jewelry and more.  From chic 

and sophisticated to downright charming, 
Norcross’ distinctive collection of merchants 

brings new meaning to the phrase 
“treasure hunting.”

KUDZU ART ZONE
116 Carlyle St. • 770.840.9844
Gallery hours Friday & Saturday, 11 to 4 pm.
Workshops, sketch groups, studios & local fine 
art for sale.

THE LIONHEART CENTRE FOR 
THE ARTS
125 Lawrenceville St. NW • 678.365.6561
Classes in a variety of disciplines, rental space 
for corporate events and parties and a gallery 
filled with art from local artists both young 
and old.

REM-I-NISCE VINTAGE STYLE
109 S. Peachtree St. Suite B • 770.263.7761
A collection of vintage-inspired accessories, 
home furnishings and gifts.

STOP THE CLOCK PHOTO
29 S. Peachtree St. • 678.687.6849
Custom portrait and fine arts photography 
studio and gallery.

THE PURPLE POPPY SHOPPE
19 Jones St. • 770.558.8855
A boutique providing total interiors in a unique 
way with the help of an expert designer.

THE SPACE IN BETWEEN, 
MASSAGE & MOVEMENT STUDIO
50 Skin Alley, Suite 5 • 678.404.7605
A boutique studio with many offerings of services 
for the mind and body.

STONE WORKS HAIR SALON
80 Skin Alley • 678.683.6782
Pamper yourself with spa, beauty and personal 
care services.

STUDIO 87 YOGA
87 S. Peachtree St. • 770.841.9086
A place to slow down, breathe and re-focus!

TASTE OF BRITAIN
73 S. Peachtree St. • 770.242.8585
Traditional British goods from favorite foods to 
fine china, meat pies, teas, chocolates, tartans, 
and more.

FARMHOUSE 17
141 S. Peachtree St. • 770.409.1717
Purposeful living and beautiful finds, including 
vintage, classic and locally created treasures.



Parks &
THINGS TO DO 

PARKS:
Betty Mauldin Park

Heritage Park
Johnson-Dean Park 
Lillian Webb Park

Rossie Brundage Park
South Point Park

Thrasher Park 
Summerour Park

Take a Tour!
From self-guided tours of Historic Norcross 
and Museum to walking tours to find all of 
our city’s 1,123 trees to a spectacular tour 
of homes, the Norcross Welcome Center 
should be among the first stops on your 
list. Pick up printed guides about nearby 

attractions of interest, maps of the Norcross 
and the metro area, and walking tour 

brochures of the historic homes and tree 
canopies in town.

Come romp, play or just relax in the city’s 
beautiful parks set amongst winding 
sidewalks, gorgeous landscapes and 

majestic trees. With something for 
everyone, from the very young to the 

kids at heart, Norcross beckons for the 
outdoors to be enjoyed and celebrated. 
The city of Norcross offers nine unique 

parks each with their own amenities that 
add to the serenity and quality of life 

enjoyed by all who call Norcross home.

Norcross Discovery 
Garden Park

Located in the heart of historic downtown 
Norcross, Discovery Garden Park is a 

year-round organically maintained urban 
oasis filled with natural wonders including 

native plants, a community vegetable 
garden, and children’s exploratory garden. 

With its large classroom pavilion, nooks and 
paths, Discovery Garden Park is designed 
to encourage guests to explore the natural 
world, and learn about garden wildlife. Fun 
community events, classes and workshops 

are offered throughout the year. There is 
always something going on at 

Discovery Garden Park.
* Coming Spring/Summer 2016

See the Sights
Kids of all ages can enjoy the scenery as 

they play or park it on a bench in any one of 
the city’s beautiful recreational parks. While 
each facility offers one-of-a-kind amenities, 

a must-see is the towering century-old 
American elm in Betty Mauldin Park, the 

largest American elm in the state of Georgia. 
Little ones can swing and slide to their hearts 

content at Rossie Brundage Park, while 
grown-ups may have a greater appreciation 

for live concerts at Thrasher Park. As the 
temperatures rise, the interactive splash pad 

at Lillian Webb Park beckons. 

Did you know…? 
The City of Norcross is 

a proud member of 
Tree City USA®.

Norcross Welcome Center
189 Lawrenceville St.
Norcross, GA 30071

678.421.2049



SUMMER CONCERT SERIES
 

Enjoy music all summer long! The Summer 
Concert Series are scheduled for every other 

Friday night in Thrasher Park. Grab some food 
from our downtown merchants and enjoy the 

tunes of local and regional performers.

RED WHITE & BOOM!
Downtown Historic Norcross hosts the annual 
Pre-Fourth of July block party! All downtown 

streets are closed and are filled with inflatables 
for the kids (minimal fees apply). Plus, local 
eateries and vendors are selling food and 

libations for patrons to enjoy while 
strolling through town. 

BLUESBERRY 
MUSIC FESTIVAL 

Calling an event “The BluesBerry Music 
Festival” is an admittedly “punny” twist on 
two seemingly unrelated elements. But in a 

140-year-old town known for its creative vibe 
and trendy venues, it all comes together for 
an evening you don’t want to miss! Held in 

June, the music is definitely the hot attraction 
for downtown Saturday night with the evening 

rounding out with a literal taste of the blues 
as participating shops and restaurants 

offer blueberry treats and chef specials that 
celebrate the seasonal berry. 

SPARKLE 
Each holiday season, the city of Norcross 

hosts, Sparkle! A Celebration of Kids, 
Creativity and Magic, which includes carriage 

rides, photos with Santa, Christmas tree 
lighting in the park, holiday-themed theatrical 

performances, menorah lighting and more! 
Guests won’t want to miss the Historic 

Norcross Holiday Tour of Homes that features 
beautifully adorned abodes that are on the 

National Register of Historic Places.  

Spectacular
EVENTS 

ENGAGE IN AN 
EVENTFUL STAY

Norcross lays claim to a regular rotation of 
events – each one serving as a celebration 
of the city’s dedication to imagination. The 
slower pace of a historic main street setting  
is kicked up a notch as this little town offers 

big events and even bigger fun. As word 
spreads of the fanciful and festive lineup, 

throngs travel from near and far to take part. 
The list includes classic car shows, art & craft 

festivals, live concerts, food truck feasts, 
movies under the stars, holiday gatherings 

and so much more!
 



On the
MAP 

Historic Downtown Norcross is only 25 
minutes north from the heart of downtown 
Atlanta, with nearby access to I-85, I-75, 
I-285, Hwy. 400 and Atlanta’s rapid transit 

system (MARTA). Within minutes of leaving 
the City, you can enjoy world-class sports, 

arts and natural attractions including:

• Six Flags Over Georgia
• Atlanta Botanical Gardens

• Atlanta Zoo
• Georgia Aquarium

• Former Olympic Park
• Fox Theatre

• Atlanta Opera and Ballet
• Woodruff Center

• Atlanta Symphony and Orchestra
• Hudgens Center for the Arts

• Philips Arena, Turner Stadium, 
Georgia World Congress Center

• College sports venues
• World of Coca-Cola

• Stone Mountain
• Lake Lanier and Allatoona Lake

• CNN Center
• Mall of Georgia

• Gwinnett Ballet Company
• Infinite Energy Center

• Gwinnett Braves
• Chateau Elan Winery



NORCROSS 
A PLACE TO IMAGINE

Enjoy Music in Norcross 
ALL YEAR ROUND

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 
MAY-SEPTEMBER

JAZZ IN THE ALLEY 
JULY-OCTOBER

FIRST FRIDAY CONCERTS 
OCTOBER-MAY

Year Round 
MOVIES

MOVIES IN THE PARK
JUNE-AUGUST

MOVIE MONDAY 
THE SECOND AND FOURTH 
MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH

 

VISIT
www.aplacetoimagine.com


